
Recording a Troubled World

Recent events required 
the best possible 
information about land 
surface conditions 
in sensitive regions.  
Landsat proved useful 
for studying the extent 
and direction of the 
smoke and debris cloud 
the morning after the 
attack on the World Trade 
Center.  Later, Landsat 
imagery were used to 
provide information 
about land features in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

New York City, NY, September 12, 2001.

Officials used this Landsat mosaic of Afghanistan to help 
plan and create land cover maps to promote agricultural 
development.  Afghanistan, October/November 2001

Iraq, November 2002

Military and humanitarian officials 
used this 33-scene Landsat mosaic  
for planning, land analysis, and 
humanitarian relief efforts.

This Landsat image shows fires and smoke plumes in and 
around Baghdad during military operations.  
Baghdad, Iraq, April 2, 2003
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